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EMS  Legislation  Proposed 


Certification  of  Emergency 
Medical  Technicians  by  the  Board 
of  Medical  Examiners  and  provision 
for  continued  funding  of  local 
Emergency  Medical  Services 
systems  are  the  focal  points  of  two 
bills  before  the  1975  Montana 
legislature. 

This  legislation  will  not  change 
the  minimal  training  requirements 
for  ambulance  personnel.  These  re- 
quirements will  continue  to  be  the 
Red  Cross  Advance  First  Aid  and 
Emergency  Care  card  or  its 
equivalent. 

House  Bill  72  would  provide  for 
advanced  training  programs  for 
Emergency  Medical  Technicians 
and  allow  them  to  perform  more 
sophisticated  life-saving  techni- 
ques in  the  field.  The  bill  designates 
the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  as 
the  certification  agency  for  both 
basic  and  advanced  EMTs. 

Drafted  by  the  Montana  Medical 
Association  in  consultation  with 
members  of  the  EMS  Bureau, 
Highway  Safety  and  hospital  and 
nurses  associations,  the  bill  was 
introduced  by  Reps.  Jack  Moore,  R- 
Great  Falls,  W.  Jay  Fabrega,  R- 
Great  Falls,  Dennis  Lester,  D-Great 
Falls  and  Francis  Bardanouve,  D- 
Harlem  and  Carl  Seifert,  R-Polson. 

Senate  Bill  73,  which,  according 
to  its  sponsor,  Sen.  Joe.  Roberts,  D- 
Libby,  is  designed  to  "provide  a 
continuous  and  assured  source  of 
|  funding  for  local  Emergency  Med- 
ical Services  programs,"  would  set 
aside  10  per  cent  of  the  life  and 
disability  insurance  premium  tax 
collected  each  year  by  the  state. 


This  money  would  be  put  into  a 
special  account  and  "assigned"  to 
the  Department  of  Health  and  En- 
vironmental  Sciences  for 
redistribution  to  local  governments. 

A  system  for  disbursing  the  funds 
to  local  communities  would  be 
worked  out  by  the  EMS  Bureau 
which  would  evolve  a  system  of 
priorities  for  who  should  receive  the 
money. 

Use  of  the  term  "assigned"  rather 


than  "appropriated"  means  the 
Department  would  have  to  request 
the  money  from  the  legislature  each 
biennium  and  would  give  the 
legislature  some  control  over  the 
spending  since  the  Department 
would  have  to  justify  the  need  for 
the  money  every  two  years. 

An  amendment  to  the 
Department's  budget  for  this  bien- 
nium would  provide  for  the 
availability  of  funds  for  the  next 
two  years. 


Communications  Specialist  Dies 

George  William  Marshall,  communications  coordinator  for  the 
Emergency  Medical  Services  Bureau,  died  Jan.  9,  1975  of  natural 
causes. 

He  was  found  dead  in  his  truck  in  the  parking  lot  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 

Mr.  Marshall,  58,  had  joined  the  EMS  Bureau  in  July,  1974,  and 
was  working  toward  coordinating  the  communications  capabilities 
of  the  various  emergency  medical  services  systems  throughout  the 
state. 

He  had  written  an  EMS  communications  manual  and  was 
instrumental  in  obtaining  agreements  with  surrounding  areas  to 
improve  the  ability  of  ambulances  to  communciate  with  am- 
bulances or  hospitals  in  other  states. 

Prior  to  joining  the  EMS  Bureau,  Mr.  Marshall  owned  and  op- 
erated Marshall  Electronics,  managed  the  Helena  Radio  Shack,  was 
assistant  Sergeant-at-Arms  for  the  Montana  Senate  in  the  1973-74 
session  and  was  a  private  consultant  for  G  &  W  Sound  in  Helena. 

He  was  born  Jan.  18,  1916  in  North  Stonington,  Conn.;  he  later 
moved  to  Rhode  Island.  From  1934  to  1938  he  served  in  the  U.S. 
Army  and  following  his  discharge  he  was  employed  by  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Administration  as  communications  director  of  the 
New  England  area.  He  and  his  family  moved  to  Helena  in  1958. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Catherine  and  daughter  Nancy,  both 
of  the  family  home  at  3000  Villard  in  Helena;  three  sons,  George  Jr., 
Edward  and  James;  three  brothers  and  four  grandchildren. 


Bureau  Activities  Summarized 


As  the  new  year  begins  it  seems 
like  a  good  occasion  to  sum  up  the 
activities      of      the      Emergency 
Medical  Services  Bureau. 
First  Aid  Training 

The  EMS  Bureau  recently 
received  an  $8,680  award  from  the 
Mountain  States  Regional  Medical 
Program  to  help  pay  travel  ex- 
penses of  Red  Cross  instructors 
and  instructor-trainers  to  train 
persons  in  rural  areas.  More  infor- 
mation will  be  available  in  the 
March  newsletter  after  training 
sites  have  been  determined, 
guidelines  adopted  and  classes 
begun. 

Local  areas  have  been  requested 
to  submit  their  needs  for  first  aid 
training  requirements.  This  pro- 
ject is  being  carried  out  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Wrangler  Division  of 
the  American  Red  Cross. 
EMT  Training 

Emergency  Medical  Technician 
training  has  evolved  on  two  levels 
in  the  state.  Local  areas  are  con- 
tinuing to  sponsor  EMT  classes  on 
an  as-needed  basis. 

Part  of  a  $120,874  EMS  grant  is 
being  used  to  place  EMT  training 
aids  in  post-secondary  schools. 
EMT  classes  will  be  established  on 
an  on-going  basis  in  vocational- 
technical  schools  in  Billings,  Butte, 
Helena  and  Great  Falls,  communi- 
ty colleges  in  Miles  City,  Glendive 
and  Kalispell,  Northern  Montana 
College  in  Havre  and  Western 
Montana  College  in  Dillon. 

The  Missoula  Technical  Center 
is  also  offering  classes  through  a 
separate  grant. 

The  schools  that  have  received 
equipment  will  be  able  to  shpre  the 
training  aids  with  surrounding 
areas. 

Emergency  Room  Personnel 

The  other  part  of  the  $120,874 
grant  will  go  toward  advanced 
education  opportunities  for 
emergency  room  personnel. 

The  Montana  Medical  Education 
and  Research  Foundation  will 
coordinate  the  training  through 
Gary  Day  and  Esther  Lantz  who 
have  been  working  with  emergen- 
cy room  personnel  in  Billings, 
Great  Falls  and  Missoula  to 
develop  a  curriculum  and  to  select 
instructors. 

A  series  of  workshops  and 
seminars    will   be   held   in   small, 


rural  hospitals  and  Montana 
Hospital  Association  training 
center  hospitals. 

Communications 

The  statewide  EMS  grant 
application  is  placing  major 
emphasis  on  funding  a  statewide 
communications  network.  Part  of 
this  plan  includes  the  addition  of 
three  frequencies  in  the  Special 
Emergency  Radio  Services  spec- 
trum to  give  back-up  channels  for 
ambulance  and  hospital  com- 
munications. 

Several  local  communities  have 
installed  or  ordered  new  com- 
munications systems  in  the  last 
year.  Included  in  these  are:  Libby, 
Havre,  Choteau  and  Cut  Bank. 

In  another  field  of  commun- 
ciations,  four  areas  have  the 
emergency  phone  number  911. 
These  are:  Glendive,  Billings, 
Choteau  and  Havre.  Choteau  has 
expanded  the  911  concept  to  rural 
areas  through  the  use  of  an  Enter- 
prise 777  number  which  links  the 
caller  to  the  Choteau  emergency 
dispatch  center. 

Transportation 

Ambulance  trip  report  forms 
have  been  distributed  to  about  35 
services  that  have  EMTs.  After  a 
six  month  period  the  EMS  Bureau 
plans  to  evaluate  the  forms  and 
hopefully  implement  them  on  a 
statewide  basis.  Patient  informa- 
tion tags  have  also  been  dis- 
tributed. (See  story  in  this 
newsletter.) 

EMS  Councils 

There  are  18  local  EMS  councils 
in  the  state.  Five  received  grants 
this  year  totalling  over  $99,000 
under  the  national  EMS  Act.  These 
five  were:  Roosevelt,  Teton, 
Yellowstone,  Hill  and  Missoula. 
Missoula  also  received  a  $389,000 
grant  from  the  Robert  Wood  John- 
son Foundation. 

Other  EMS  Councils,  many  of 
which  have  been  working  with 
local  governments  to  obtain  new 
EMS  equipment,  are:  Lake, 
Flathead,  Granite,  Silver  Bow, 
Carbon,  Gallatin,  Glacier, 
Cascade,  Valley,  Custer,  Dawson, 
Big  Horn  and  Lewis  and  Clark. 
Public  Information 

A  brochure  about  the  need  for 
first  aid  training  in  the  schools  was 
distributed  at  the  Montana  Educa- 
tion   Association   conventions    in 


October.  A  general  brochure  about 
the  EMS  Bureau  is  being  developed  ^ 
along  with  some  public  service  ^ 
announcements,  publicity 
programs  for  local  communities 
and  a  display  about  EMS  for  use  by 
the  Bureau  and  local  areas. 

Trip  Report  Augmented 
By  Weatherproof  Tags 

"Swede"  Troedsson,  an  EMT-A 
with  the  Beaverhead  Ambulance 
Co.  in  Dillon,  has  developed  a 
patient  information  tag  that  can  be 
attached  to  the  patient  at  the  scene 
of  an  accident. 

Samples  of  the  tags,  printed  on 
waterproof  cardboard,  were  dis- 
tributed along  with  the  trip  report 
forms  to  selected  ambulance  ser- 
vices staffed  by  Emergency 
Medical  Technicians. 

The  first  distribution  is  on  a  trial 
basis  and  thereafter  ambulance 
services  can  purchase  them  at  cost 
through  the  Emergency  Medical 
Services  Bureau. 

The  tags  are  not  designed  to 
substitute  for  the  ambulance  trip  £ 
report  form,  but  could  serve  as  a  ^ 
useful  adjunct  to  them.  Their  small 
size  facilitates  the  recording  of 
vital  information  in  the  field  and 
assures  that  the  information  will 
remain  with  the  right  patient. 

The  ambulance  trip  report  form 
contains  more  detail  than  the  tag 
and  is  designed  to  become  a  part  of 
the  patient's  hospital  record,  to 
serve  as  a  permanent  record  for  the 
ambulance  service  and  to  assist 
statewide  research  efforts. 


The  EMS  Newsletter  is  printed 
bimonthly  in  January,  March, 
May,  July,  September  and 
November  at  1424  Ninth  Avenue, 
Helena,  Montana  59601,  by  the 
Emergency  Medical  Serivces 
Bureau  of  the  Montana  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences.  Funding  for  the 
newsletter  is  under  grant  number 
5G03-RM-32  of  the  Mountain 
States  Regional  Medical  Program. 
The  EMS  Bureau  is  solely  respon- 
sible for  the  contents  of  the' 
newsletter. 

Pat  Murdo,  editor. 

Second   Class   postage   paid  at 
Helena,  MT  59601. 


Council  Supports  Legislation,  Elects  Officers 


Support  of  proposed  EMS- 
^  related  legislation  and  election  of 
H  officers  marked  the  first  meeting  of 
the  reorganized  Governor's  Ad- 
visory Council  on  Emergency 
Medical  Services. 

Pat  Wyse,  an  ambulance 
operator  in  Conrad  and  chairman 
of  the  first  Governor's  EMS  Ad- 
visory Council,  was  elected  chair- 
man. Other  officers  are  vice- 
chairman  H.  C.  Habein  Jr.,  M.D., 
F.A.C.S.  of  Billings  and  secretary 
William  E.  Leary  of  Helena,  direc- 
tor of  the  Montana  Hospital 
Association. 

In  the  council  meeting,  which 
was  held  in  Helena  on  Dec.  6,  1974 
with  10  of  the  14  council  members 
present,  the  group  agreed  to  sup- 
port the  Emergency  Medical  Tech- 
nician legislation  proposed  by 
the  Montana  Medical  Association. 
(The  legislation  is  further  describ- 
ed elsewhere  in  the  newsletter.) 

Other  legislation  which  received 
support  in  principle  was  the  diver- 
sion of  a  percentage  of  funds  from 
taxes  collected  on  health  and  life 
^  insurance  premiums  to  help  sup- 
P  port  local  Emergency  Medical  Ser- 
vices systems.  (This  legislation 
also  is  discussed  elsewhere.) 

In  conjunction  with  the  propos- 
ed EMT  legislation,  the  council 
suggested  that  the  EMS  Bureau 
prepare  an  information  packet  for 
the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners 
about  the  EMT  courses  in  the 
state,  methods  of  certification, 
status  of  advanced  EMT  training 
and  legislation  in  other  states.  This 
information  would  also  be  sent  to 
the  Montana  Medical  Association 
and  the  Montana  Nurses  Associa- 
tion. 

The  council  recommended: 

•  That  the  EMS  Bureau  become 
involved  with  promoting  the  im- 
provement of  air  ambulance 
transportation, 

•  That  someone  from  the  office 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction be  invited  to  sit  in  on  the 
council  meetings  to  help  correlate 
information  about  first  aid  educa- 
tion in  the  schools. 

»•  That  the  communications 
coordinator  of  the  EMS  Bureau 
check  into  information  about  com- 
munications codes  for  use  in 
transmitting  medical  information 
by  radio. 


During  the  meeting,  council 
members  heard  the  current  status 
of  programs  being  undertaken  by 
the  EMS  Bureau.  Suggestions 
following  the  presentations  were 


Pat  Wyse 

that  the  council  review  and  make 
recommendations  about  the 
Department  of  Transportation  am- 
bulance specifications  (KKK-A- 
1822)  and  that  the  local  EMS  Coun- 
cils send  a  copy  of  their  minutes  to 
the  state  advisory  council,  in  care 
of  the  EMS  Bureau. 

The  council's  purpose  as 
described  by  Mike  Salvagni,  a 
lawyer  with  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  is  to  advise  state  agen- 
cies about  emergency  medical  ser- 
vices, to  gather  information  and  to 

Better  Late  Than  Never? 

The  week  starting  Nov.  3,  1974 
was  designated  Emergency 
Medical  Services  Week  by  Presi- 
dent Gerald  Ford. 

However,  the  presidential 
proclamation  was  not  signed  until 
Nov.  5  and  notice  of  the  signing  did 
not  reach  Montana  until  well  after 
the  week  was  over. 

The  EMS  Bureau  had  received  a 
letter  earlier  that  said  the  Presi- 
dent was  considering  the  designa- 
tion for  that  week  but  not  until 
later,  when  a  letter  dated  Nov.  18 
showed  up  in  the  office,  was  the 
Bureau  alerted  to  the  official  sign- 
ing. Hence,  the  lack  of  publicity 
about  the  week  that  was. 

That's  government  inaction,  or 
in  action,  folks. 


make  recommendations. 

Governor  Thomas  Judge  ap- 
proved the  reorganization  of  the 
council  on  Aug.  21,  1974. 

Post-Secondary  Schools 
Initiate  EMT  Courses 

Emergency  Medical  Technician 
classes  began  in  full  force  in 
January  in  vocational-technical 
schools,  community  colleges, 
colleges  and  other  areas. 

Starting  classes  with  training 
aids  given  them  by  the  Emergency 
Medical  Services  Bureau  under  a 
federal  grant  were:  the  Flathead 
Valley  Community  College  in 
Kalispell  on  Jan.  7  with  course 
corrdinator  Dr.  Garry  Parker, 
Western  Montana  College  in  Dillon 
on  Jan.  2  with  course  coordinator 
Dr.  Dan  Block  and  Dawson  Com- 
munity College  in  Glendive  on  Jan. 
8  with  Richard  McMullin  as  course 
coordinator. 

Miles  City  Community  College  is 
continuing  with  a  course  it  started 
in  October  under  course  coor- 
dinator Robert  Lynam. 

Scheduled  to  start  EMT  classes 
with  the  federally  purchased  train- 
ing aids  are:  the  Great  Falls  Vo- 
cational-Technical school  on  Jan. 
21  with  coordinator  Charles  Bic- 
sak, Northern  Montana  College  in 
Havre  toward  the  end  of  January 
with  Karen  Sloan,  R.N.,  as  course 
coordinator,  the  Helena 
Vocational-Technical  Center  on 
Jan.  20  with  course  coordinators 
Pat  Anderson  and  Marie  Larish, 
the  Butte  Vocational-Technical 
Center  on  Feb.  4  with  Diane 
Wallace,  R.N.,  as  course  coor- 
dinator and  the  Billings 
Vocational-Technical  Center 
which  according  to  assistant  direc- 
tor Frank  Rotellini  will  begin  the 
course  in  March,  1975. 

Other  course  starting  in  January 
were  in  Plains  (in  conjunction  with 
Thompson  Falls)  on  Jan.  6  with 
course  coordinators  Dr.  Jacob 
Lulack  and  Ken  Searls  and  in 
Lewistown  on  Jan.  13  with  course 
coordinators  Dr.  James  Craig  and 
Eleanor  Helmer,  R.N. 

Plentywood  started  a  class 
January  14  under  the  direction  of 
Jack  Westphal,  and  EMT  Ken 
Lucks  will  coordinate  a  course  in 
Bozeman  to  begin  February  4. 


Citizens  Can  Show  Interest  in  Legislation 


At  times  the  legislative  process 
can  seem  of  little  interest  to  the 
average  citizen.  Unless  the 
legislators  are  raising  taxes  or 
dealing  in  an  area  that  has  special 
interest  for  a  citizen's  job  or  way  of 
life,  much  of  the  activities  in  the 
Capitol  have  little  relevance  to  Joe 
Q.  Citizen. 

When  a  citizen  does  become  con- 
cerned, one  of  the  means  of  voicing 
this  concern  is  through  writing  a 
letter  to  the  legislators.  Another 
way  is  by  coming  to  Helena  to 
testify  on  a  bill. 

Writing  a  letter  can  be  as  simple 
as  addressing  the  envelope  to  a 
particular  senator  or  represen- 
tative, Capitol  Building,  Helena, 
Montana  59601.  The  contents  of 
the  letter  could  be  brief  and  state 
opposition  or  favor  for  a  bill  then 
the  citizen's  signature  and  address 
so  the  legislator  would  know 
whether  the  writer  was  a  potential 
voter  in  his  or  her  district. 


Or  the  letter  could  list  all  the 
reasons  for  opposition  or  favor  of 
the  bill. 

A  comprehensive  approach  to 
testifying  for  or  against  a  bill 
without  appearing  before  the  com- 
mittee is  to  send  to  the  committee 
enough  copies  of  a  letter  with 
reasons  for  or  against  the  legisla- 
tion spelled  out.  In  the  House  the 
largest  committee  has  about  17 
persons  and  in  the  Senate  the 
average  on  a  committee  is  about 
eight  persons. 

If  this  approach  is  taken  then  the 
letters  would  be  sent  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee.  Committees 
with  the  same  titles  for  the  House 
and  the  Senate  are:  Business  and 
Industry;  Public  Health,  Welfare 
and  Safety;  Judiciary;  Education; 
Agriculture,  Livestock  and  Irriga- 
tion; Taxation;  Local  Government; 
Labor  and  Employment  Relations; 
Highways  and  Transportation; 
Legislative  Administration;  State 


skivs 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Montana  Ambulance  and  EMT 
Association  will  be  Jan.  25,  1975  in  Billings  at  the  Rimrock  Lodge. 
Registration  will  start  at  8:30  a.m.  with  a  registration  fee  of  $5  per 
person. 

The  Montana  Heart  Association  and  the  Lewis  and  Clark  County 
Heart  Association  will  sponsor  a  Heart  Fair  in  the  Helena  Capitol  Hill 
Shopping  Center  between  10  a.m.  and  4  p.m.  February  22.  Included  in 
the  fair  will  be  free  blood  pressure  testing. 

The  Roosevelt  County  EMS  Council  reelected  Dee  Mattley,  M.D., 
as  council  chairman  at  its  January  15  meeting.  Others  elected  were 
Vonnie  Carpenter  as  vice-chairman  and  Gordon  Wilson  as  secretary. 

The  Fort  Peck  Tribal  Ambulance  Service  began  operation  in 
January  after  arrival  of  a  new  $20,440  ambulance  paid  for  by  the 
Department  of  Transportation  and  $3,000  of  tribal  funds. 

The  needs  applications  for  local  in-put  into  the  statewide  EMS 
grant  application  were  due  in  the  EMS  Bureau  by  January  15.  "We've 
had  a  good  response  so  far,"  Bob  Quam,  Bureau  Chief,  said.  The 
requests  will  be  incorporated  into  the  state  request. 


Administration;   Rules,   and  Bills 
and  Journals. 

The  House  has  one  committee  for  m 
Natural  Resources  and  one  com-  ™ 
mittee  for  Fish  and  Game  while  the 
Senate  has  combined  the  two  into 
Natural  Resources,  Fish  and 
Game.  Committees  with  different 
names  but  similar  functions  are 
Appropriations  in  the  House  and 
Finance  and  Claims  in  the  Senate. 

For  the  citizen  who  would  like  to 
testify  before  a  committee,  notice 
of  the  hearing  is  given  72  hours 
before  the  bill  is  heard  in  com- 
mittee. The  notice  time  often  can 
mean  a  trip  to  Helena  is  a  rushed 
affair  or  impossible  for  those  who 
live  far  away  and  can't  arrange  to 
leave  in  a  short  time. 

For  those  who  are  able  to  travel 
without  much  preparation  the  best 
means  of  finding  out  the  status  of  a 
bill,  when  it  is  to  be  heard  in 
committee,  which  committee,  in 
which  house  it  is  going  to  be  heard, 
is  to  call  the  free  information 
number:  1-800-332-2308. 

Every  citizen  is  entitled  to  com- 
ment on  legislation  that  might 
affect  his  or  her  life.  Most,  if  not  £ 
all,  legislators  appreciate  hearing  ^ 
from  their  constituents.  If  the  con- 
stituents don't  know  to  whom  to 
write  then  they  can  contact  the 
county  or  city  courthouse  or  the 
local  newspaper. 

It  is  best  to  write  the  legislator 
from  the  district  in  which  the  letter 
writer  lives  because  that  legislator 
is  responsible  to  that  district. 

Other  candidates  for  receiving 
letters  would  be  the  sponsors  of 
the  legislation  in  which  the  letter 
writer  is  interested  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  which  is 
going  to  study  the  legislation. 
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